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Goals on Field
It is our desire to follow the model that God has given us in 
the New Testament by going to the uttermost and doing the 
following things:

• Evangelize    • Disciple     • Plant churches

Plan of Action
In order to accomplish these goals, Bethel Baptist Church is 
sending us to spread the gospel. God has directed us to BIMI, 
and they have been a tremendous help to our local church 
in getting us into the country. We are excited to see how 
the Lord works in our lives as we go through the ministry 
of deputation. The next step would be a year of language 
school to learn the French language, and the Mach family 
have graciously offered for us to work with them in the Ivory 
Coast (borders Mali to the south) for our first term so we can 
continue learning the language, culture, and ministry aspects 
from a veteran missionary who has been serving there for 24 
years. We will then move north and work with a national to 
plant indigenous churches as the Lord leads.

Mali
 Religion:

Population: 18.5 million

Largest Cities: Bamako – 1.8 million
    Koutiala – 141,500

Language: French, Bambara



Josh’s Testimony & Call
I made a profession of faith at four 
years old, but at eight years old I 
was reminded of the rapture and 
started to doubt my salvation. I 
went to my dad and he showed 

me from God’s Word how I could know I was 
saved. I did not have confidence or the Holy 
Spirit’s assurance that I was a child of God 
so that night I put my trust in Jesus Christ’s 
finished work and was baptized in my home 
church, Bethel Baptist Church, the following 
Sunday. In searching God’s will for my life as 
a teenager, I knew he had called me to preach. 
After graduating high school, I attended Camp 
BIMI and saw the Lord direct me to missions. 
Attending my first semester at Crown College, 
the Lord confirmed that he would have me to 
serve Him in the country of Mali.  

Alyssa’s Testimony & Call
I was blessed to grow up in a Christian home 
where my family attended Bethel Baptist 
Church. It was one Sunday morning, at the 
age of six, that I saw my need for salvation and 
received Christ into my heart and life. I was 
soon baptized and continued to grow in our 
church through the next several years. Once it 
came time for college, I attended The Crown 
College of the Bible. It was there during a 
Baptist Friends meeting, that God 
called me to go to Africa. I started 
dating Joshua at Crown and he 
also had a call to serve in Africa- 
specifically Mali, West Africa. We 
are excited to see how God will 
use us as we serve Him in Africa.

Preparation
Josh and Alyssa have both been privileged to grow up and 
learn in Bethel Baptist Church of West Carrollton, Ohio 
and The Crown College of the Bible. During these years 
they have been able to see the Lord grow, strengthen, and 
use them in many different ministries including:

• Nursery
• Jr. Church (1st-6th grade)
• Christian education (preschool/7th-12th grade)
• Sunday school (senior citizens)
• Nursing home 
• Bus routes
• Bible clubs in public schools
• Missions trips (Costa Rica, UK, and Ivory Coast)
• International ministry
• Door-to-door soul winning

Dear Pastor,

I am delighted to recommend Josh and 
Alyssa Clay for your missions support. They 
are a fine couple with sincere hearts for the 
Lord and a great desire to accomplish His will 
in and through their lives on the mission field.

Both Brother and Sister Clay grew up here 
at Bethel and we are thrilled to have observed them 
surrender, train and now go to the place of God’s 
choosing for them. 

Brother Clay is a good preacher who rightly divides the 
Word of Truth and practices what he preaches. I know 
they will be a blessing and an encouragement to you and 
your church family and a help to your missions program. 

Jimmy J. Shihady, Pastor

Dear Pastor, 

I have served 24 years in the Ivory Coast. Sent by 
the Cleveland Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, 
with the help of BIMI. 

Josh and Alyssa Clay’s church has been one of our 
supporting churches for 26 years. Pastor Shihady 

has been very involved in Josh’s training in order to adequately 
prepare him for the ministry in Mali. 

Josh has visited the Ivory Coast twice in an effort to see West 
Africa and determine what the Lord would have him do. Mali 
is a very challenging country that currently presents certain 
risks to the inexperienced missionary. As such, we are working 
with Pastor Shihady to determine a course for Josh and Alyssa 
that will allow them to eventually minister in Mali. 

After language school, we foresee the Clays working with us 
in our Bingerville ministry in their first term to continue to 
improve their French speaking capabilities, to develop their 
understanding of West African culture, and to begin ministry 
amongst West African people. 

For their second term, we foresee Josh and Alyssa moving to 
the north of the Ivory Coast near the Malian border. This will 
allow them to work and begin networking with other Malians 
in Mali while still enjoying the greater security in the Ivory 
Coast. After these two terms, the Clays will most likely have 
the experience and wisdom to enter into Mali as missionaries. 

We fully and completely recommend the Clays to you as 
missionary candidates. Their approach to reaching the country 
of Mali is probably the only lasting solution available for 
reaching this country for Christ.

Bob Mach, Missionary


